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Plan Text
Text: The United States federal government should normalize its trade relations with the Republic of Cuba.
Sustainable Agriculture
Contention ___ is Sustainable Agriculture:
Cuban agriculture sustainability is failing—foreign investment is key
King 12 – M. Dawn King is a Visiting Assistant Professor at Brown University’s Center for Environmental Studies. She earned her Ph.D. in Environmental Politics at Colorado State University and worked as a policy analyst for the U.S. Geological Survey – conducting research on environmental decision-making models and internal governance of watershed management councils. (“Cuban Sustainability: The Effects of Economic Isolation on Agriculture and Energy”, March 21, 2012, http://wpsa.research.pdx.edu/meet/2012/kingmdawn.pdf)
Cuba needed an alternative agricultural model when foreign oil imports were cut off significantly at 
AND
goal of sustainable development to increase short-term capital and energy needs.
The plan provides foreign capital to Cuba and allows its model to be exported globally 
Shkolnick 12 – JD Candidate, Drake University Law School. (“SIN EMBARGO: THE CUBAN AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR THE UNITED STATES”, 17 Drake J. Agric. L. 683, fall, http://students.law.drake.edu/aglawjournal/docs/agVol17No3-Shkolnick.pdf)
Cuba today is experiencing the most rapid shifts towards privatization and reform since the revolution 
AND
presents a unique opportunity American business and agricultural enterprises cannot afford to overlook.
Access to the US market is critical to sustainability and emulation
Kost 04 – William is part of the Economic Research Service for the USDA. (“CUBAN AGRICULTURE: TO BE OR NOT TO BE ORGANIC?” 2004, http://www.ascecuba.org/publications/proceedings/volume14/pdfs/kost.pdf)
MARKETS MAY BE CRITICAL FOR AN ORGANIC CUBA In addition to the above European markets
AND
and other inputs to support growth in other sectors of the Cuban economy.
Continued reliance on industrial mechanized agriculture results in catastrophic global warming
Cummins 10 – Ronnie is the International Director of the Organic Consumers Association. (“Industrial Agriculture and Human Survival: The Road Beyond 10/10/10”, Organic Consumer’s Association, October 7, 2010, http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article_21747.cfm)
Although transportation, industry, and energy producers are obviously major fossil fuel users and 
AND
oxide, which are responsible for at least 22% of global warming.
A move towards organic agriculture mitigates future emissions and prevents warming
Scialabba 10 – Nadia is from the Natural Resources Management and Environment Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). (“Organic agriculture and climate change”, February 2, 2010, Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 25.2, http://www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload/275960/al185e.pdf)
Organic agricultural systems have an inherent potential to both reduce GHG emissions and to enhance 
AND
are needed to better unlock its potential and application on a large scale.
Warming leads to extinction, feedbacks are positive, and now is key
Morgan 09 – Professor of Current Affairs @ Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, South Korea (Dennis Ray, “World on fire: two scenarios of the destruction of human civilization and possible extinction of the human race”, Futures, Volume 41, Issue 10, December 2009, Pages 683-693, ScienceDirect)
As horrifying as the scenario of human extinction by sudden, fast-burning nuclear 
AND
Russian roulette while time increasingly stacks the cards against our chances of survival?
Warming is real and anthropogenic—every single warrant possible
Prothero 12 – Donald R. Prothero is a Professor of Geology at Occidental College and Lecturer in Geobiology at the California Institute of Technology. (“How We Know Global Warming is Real and Human Caused”, 3/1/2012, http://www.skeptic.com/eskeptic/12-02-08/)
How do we know that global warming is real and primarily human caused? There 
AND
did not sell out to the highest bidder. Science and Anti-Science
Independently, CO2 emissions cause ocean acidification and extinction 
Romm 12 (Joe Romm is a Fellow at American Progress and is the editor of Climate Progress, “Science: Ocean Acidifying So Fast It Threatens Humanity’s Ability to Feed Itself,” 3/2/2012, http://thinkprogress.org/romm/2012/03/02/436193/science-ocean-acidifying-so-fast-it-threatens-humanity-ability-to-feed-itself/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+climateprogre)
The world’s oceans may be turning acidic faster today from human carbon emissions than they 
AND
corals, mollusks and some plankton need for reef and shell-building.
CO2 releases methane from the arctic permafrost—that causes extinction
Ryskin 3 (Gregory, Department of Chemical Engineering, Northwestern University, Illinois, “Methane-driven oceanic eruptions and mass extinctions” Geology 31(9): 741-744,)
The consequences of a methane-driven oceanic eruption for marine and terrestrial life are 
AND
, implicated in the nuclear winter scenario (Turco et al., 1991).
Soft Power
Soft power is low and ineffective now
Glassman 13 (James K. Glassman, May 6, 2013, “President Obama surprisingly ineffective at using soft power,” The Hill, http://thehill.com/opinion/op-ed/298077-president-obama-surprisingly-ineffective-at-using-soft-power-)
So how’s it working for you? In my view, not particularly well. 
AND
requires leadership — a consistency that reassures our allies and deters our enemies. 
The embargo continually degrades our soft power—total repeal is key
Koenig 10 - Colonel Lance R. Koenig, US Army. (Nov. 3, ‘10, “Time for a New Cuba Policy,” www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA518130‎)
The efforts expended by the United States to keep the embargo effective, the loss 
AND
guides her onto a path that will benefit the nations of the Americas.
Economic engagement with Cuba restores US credibility—declining influence in Latin America produces global backlash
Perez 10 – JD, Yale Law (David, “America's Cuba Policy: The Way Forward: A Policy Recommendation for the U.S. State Department” 13 Harv. Latino L. Rev. 187)
As the global financial crisis begins to negatively affect Cuba's state-benefactors (particularly 
AND
interest in one day seeing a free and open society flourish in Cuba.
The plan is key to cooperation and credibility in the international sphere
Dickerson 10 – Sergio is a Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army. (“UNITED STATES SECURITY STRATEGY TOWARDS CUBA”, 1/14/2010, http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf&AD=ADA518053, Callahan) 
So why would the Obama Administration add the Cuban-relations conundrum to an already 
AND
of a “new beginning” in U.S.-Cuba relations. 
Repealing the embargo is key to solving soft power—shows a commitment to benevolent free trade and liberalism
Holmes 10- Michael G. Holmes, MA The School of Continuing Studies, Georgetown (“SEIZING THE MOMENT,” June 21, 2010, Georgetown, https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/553334/holmesMichael.pdf?sequence=1-Accessed-7-2-13-RX]
From an image stand point repealing the sanctions and removing the embargo is symbolic. 
AND
, the two benefits that stand out the most are trade and fuel.
The embargo is the symbol of failed American democratization – repeal is key to send an international signal of willingness to engage non-democratic states
Hinderdael 11 (Klaas, M.A. candidate at SAIS Bologna Center, concentrating in American Foreign Policy and Energy, Resources, and Environment, “Breaking the Logjam: Obama's Cuba Policy and a Guideline for Improved Leadership”, 6/11/2011, http://bcjournal.org/volume-14/breaking-the-logjam.html?printerFriendly=true)
The two countries’ histories have long been intertwined, particularly after the Monroe Doctrine of 
AND
truly willing to extend his hand once America’s traditional adversaries unclench their fists.
U.S. acceptance of alternate forms of governance is key to soft power and U.S. credibility 
Kupchan 12 (Charles, professor of International Affairs at Georgetown University and senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, “No One's World: The West, the Rising Rest, and the Coming Global Turn”, Kindle edition (no page numbers) 
As a starting point, responsible governance, rather than liberal democracy, should be 
AND
important assets as it works with rising powers to manage the global turn.
Any step short of unconditional removal won’t create the same symbol of legitimacy
Vivanco 6 – LLM from Harvard Law School, Americas director of Humans Rights Watch. (Jose Miguel, “Restraint, not force, will bring change to Cuba”, humans rights watch, 12/22/06, http://www.hrw.org/news/2006/12/21/restraint-not-force-will-bring-change-cuba,  google scholar)
This reluctance would be understandable but misguided. Most Cubans do want change. If 
AND
when the US stops acting like Goliath will Cuba stop looking like David.
Soft power solves war and is key to primacy
Jervis 09 (professor of international politics at Columbia University. (Robert, Unipolarity: A Structural Perspective, World Politics Volume 61, Number 1, January 2009)
To say that the system is unipolar is not to argue that the unipole can 
AND
that others share the American vision and believe that its leadership is benign. 
It’s reverse causal—lack of soft power makes leadership unsustainable—solves their only warrant for impact turns because soft power legitimizes our involvement in other countries
Gallarotti, 11 -- Professor of Government Wesleyan University (1/1, “The Power Curse: The Paradox of Power in World Politic.” Division II Faculty Publications, Wesleyan University. http://wesscholar.wesleyan.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1057&context=div2facpubs) 
Over and above the effects of complexity, the augmentation of power generates another deleterious 
AND
international presence (i.e., more potential adversaries and fewer allies). 
Even if they win that it’s not reverse causal and primacy is inevitable, soft power is key to effectively exercise it
Eckersley 11, Robyn, University of Melbourne [“Does Climate Leadership Matter?” 9/28, Australian Political Studies Association Annual Conference] HURWITZ
Yet these simple formulations beg the questions of how A is able to influence others 
AND
, facilitate or galvanise others to embrace them and work towards their achievement.
Decline leads to conflict in space 
Brzezinski 12 - National Security Advisor in the Carter Administration, Professor of Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins University (Zbigniew 2012 “Strategic Vision: America and the crisis for global power” book)
America’s decline would have dangerous implications for this strategic common since currently the world relies 
AND
new strategic competition, the ‘final frontier” could become ominously unstable. 
Mass extinction
Mitchell, et al 1 -Associate Professor of Communication and Director of Debate at the University of Pittsburgh
(Dr. Gordon, ISIS Briefing on Ballistic Missile Defence, “Missile Defence:  Trans-Atlantic Diplomacy at a Crossroads”, No. 6 July, http://www.isisuk.demon.co.uk/0811/isis/uk/bmd/no6.html)
A buildup of space weapons might begin with noble intentions of 'peace through strength' deterrence
AND
space could plunge the world into the most destructive military conflict ever seen.
Decline kills free trade—American primacy is key to the sustainability of liberal institutions—that leads to great power war and extinction
Zhang 11, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Researcher. [Yuhan, and Lin Shi, Columbia University, January 22, 2011, East Asia Forum, “America’s decline: A harbinger of conflict and rivalry,” http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/01/22/americas-decline-a-harbinger-of-conflict-and-rivalry/, accessed 7/7/13]
Over the past two decades, no other state has had the ability to seriously 
AND
forecast in a future that will inevitably be devoid of unrivalled US primacy.
Free trade solves war—economic incentives ensure prosperity and peace
Griswold 11 Daniel Griswold is director of the Center for Trade Policy Studies at the Cato Institute and author of Mad about Trade: Why Main Street America Should Embrace Globalization. “Free Trade and the Global Middle Class,” Hayek Society Journal Vol. 9 http://www.cato.org/pubs/articles/Hayek-Society-Journal-Griswold.pdf Accessed 6/30/12 
Our more globalized world has also yielded a “peace dividend.” It may not 
AND
[bookmark: _GoBack]and less likely those gains will be destroyed by civil conflict and war.


